Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


5  5' 


HOUSEHOLD  GALEIIDAE. 


L  I  B.B  A  R-Y 

R  E  O  E  •(  V  E  D 

■Economical  Ways  of  ■Eeeijing  - the  House  ]!a^^^    J/^i"^  24  i93;3 

An  interview  between  Miss  Ruth  Van  Denian,  B'creau  of  Koiie  Economics^^  ^j^-^icultnie 
-M3*-.'S.  H.  McCtory,  B'drSaU-of  Agricultural  Engineering,  delivered  in  the  Department 

of  Agriculture  period  of  the  Fational  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  .hreadcast  "bv'a  netvroi^r  

of  48  associate  station-s^' Tuesday, '-January  10,  1933.  -  ' 


■  MISS  VAIT  DBIvIMT;'''"How-'do'you  d^V  Every.Tsod^y;-      :  - 

La.st  week  you  remember.  Dr.  Eaith  Williams  gave  us  some  very  practical  points 
on  .working  out  the  family  Imdget-  for  19331    O'Jie  of  the  ■'budget,  items  that's  bother- 
'  ing' a  lot  of ■  u^s  i'ight  now^' l-s 'the  ■  coal  bill  or  -the  oil  or.  wood  bill  —  in  other.n 
words  the  cost  of  keeping  the  house  warm  these  January  days.    So  "I  went  ovarrand^- 
consulted  the  agricultural  engineers.    And  today,  Hr.  HcCrory,  the  chief  of  that 
bureau,  is  here'  to  give  us  his  help.- • 

Mr.  McCrory,  I'm  going  to  talce  you  at  your' 'word  and  start  right  in.  '  l:?hat;do 
you  think  are  the  best  ways  of  reducing  fuel  bills  and  yet  keeping  the  house 
comfortable*  ■■;■■  ...  /  [ 

-         licCaOEY;'^  ^Weli,  Mi'fes^  ■Vaii"  Deman,  fiTSt  i-'' d  ' say,'  heat  only  the  rooms,  in  actual': 
use.    If  fuel -is-  scarce-,,  it! 's.;:better  to 'keep  a  few  rooas  comfortably,  warm  than  •.  r 
merely  to-  take  the  chill"  df^  the  whole.,  hbusa-  -  This  may  seem  like  harking  back.. to 
the  old  days  v;heh- one 'ro-b-iBr  ms  liks'  the- '-tropics  and  another  like  the  arctic  regions. 
How,  we've  groira  so  used  to  the  idea  of  heating  every  room  that  lots  of  us  don't 
realize  how  miich  fue«I:.'we  can'  save-  in  -an  emergency.- by  .cutting  off  a  room  or  two 
upstairs  and  hanging  ai' heavy' curtain  acrb.ss  the  hallway  or  .over  a  door  to  stop.: 
•'  drafts.    Of  cours^i  '-take -care' that  radiaitor' pipes  don.' t  freeze.    During,  a  very.  •  • 
-'■coM  snap,  tie  'b-ljmketg'-  br-  -^- thick'  layei^.of-  newspapers  .around  radiators  in  un—  ;  .- 
heated  rooms.    '  '■  '  ...v:  '  -  .■  ■■ 

I'Tow,  another  wa.y  to  conserve  heat  is  to  stop  up  the'  leaks  through,  oreicks  and 
around  doors  and  windows. 

Of  course,  the  ideal  time  to  put  on  weather  stripping  is  in  the  suinm^r;  cr. 
fall.    And  the  ideal  weather  strips  are  of  metal,  or  wood,  or  good  grade  felt. 

■  But;  in  a;.!  emergency,  cheap  felt  stripping- qui clcLy  .put'  on  .with  a  few  t;.^.cks.  wilL  .do 
'a  lot  of  good*-'-  -c  .:  V.  ;  - ';  ,  ,  ■[■■v-, 

MISS  VAIT  DELAH;^    !  ha'v-e' -an  ingenious  friend' who  oouldn'-t  :manage  even  weather-  ..• 
•stripping,  so' 'she- 'inad.e- har'row  bags  of  unbleached.' mu'slin.:  just  the  v/idth  of  her.  ..- 
windows,'  a:id' filled ^'th;em  with- Sa^ld.'    She  laid  these;- lon^^  sandbags  on  the  .window , 
'-sills  and  at-'the- 'jbi'hing  o-f  'the' upper  and  lower -  ssiish.  ^  They  .i.-rere  very  inconspicuous 
and  they -stopped  a 'lot -  of  cold  drafts-.    ■    .- -U-;..:- ■.:.!;'■/:: i         :  .-^./r'  .  •.  ■  ;..,'; 

-'  -  Also,  Ifve  h'titioed-'that^  giE^Dly  -pul'llng  the  sha.des^'.cle-ar  TdoxTh;.Kb:eloC.ith<?.';5;ills 
and  drawing  the-  cartai-n's  "all  the- -vfay^-'bver  the  -windows  ,03i;'C0-l'd;  wihter..-ovening-s.  he'lps 
to  keep  a  room  warmer.  •  t,- ,:,  :  .-j-;  ';,;;.  .-■■i;;;  o:' 

•'-■'■■'■■■-■"■' .''^  — .«■  -■-/(over)^''--.- L':.-y^      ;'\-.,';'  ^r-     :::.Ip.V:j  ;.. 


I.{R.  HcCRORY;  Yes,  good  practical  ideas,  both,  of  those.    The  shades  and  cuj*ta,ins 
of  course  act  as  insulators.    Stora  doors  and  storsi  v/indows  are  another  aoplica- 
tion  of  that  sseie  principle.-  Even  a  stonn- door '^knocked  together  from  scrap  luaiber 
or  a  packing  hox  and  covered  with  roofing  paper  may  save  a  lot  of  fuel. 

A  man  V.io  is  handy  with  tools  aiay  also  find  it  worth,- while  to  put  thresholds 
at  the  hedroosi  doors.    Then  when  the  hedroora  windows  are  open  at  night,  cold  air 
won't  leak  under  the  doors  into  "the  main  part  of  the  house. 

An  open  fireplace  chiianey  is  another  place  where  heat  escapes  when  there' s 
no  fire  on  the  hearth.    If  the  chimney  has  a  damper,  he  sure  to  close  it  when  the 
fireplace  is  not  in  use.    Or  get  a  wooden  panel  made,  of  two  or  three  boards- taclred 
together,  to  fit  up  into  the  throat  of  the  chimney, 

t.USS  VAH  DEI/IAN;    Mr,  McCrory,  so  far  wet ve  talked  ahout  ways  of  keeping  heat  in 
and  cold  out  of  the  house*    Can  you  give  us  any  sugge-stions  on  managing  the  heating 
equipment  itself?        •  . 

M.  I,-IcCRORYl    Yes,  for  one  thing,  see  that  the  chimney  and.  the  smoke  pipe  are 
clean  and  give  a  good  draft,  and  that  dampers  are  in  order.    Then  you  coli  force 
your  fire  or  check' it,  as  you  wish. 

A  chimney  can  he  inspected  from  the  hot  torn  by  removing  the  smoke  pipe  and 
holding  a  mirror  in  the  opening.    G-enerally  the  oest  way  to  clean  a  chimney  is  for 
a  man  to  get  up  on  the-  roof  and-  swab  it  v/ith  a  sack'  of  'Straw,  weighted  with  a  brick 
or  some  other  heavy  object.    The  dirt  from  a  smoke  pipe  may-  be  brushed  out.  When 
the  smoke  pipe  is  put  back  into  the  -chimney  see  whether  it  fits  tightly.  Cracks 
may  be  filled  vdth  ordinary  clay,  if  there's  no thi^^  better  at  hand. 

The  grates  in  the  stove  or  furnace  also  need  watching.    When  they  become, 
warped  or  broken,  good  unburned  fael  falls  through  and  iss  lost  in  the  ashes.  To 
avoid  overheating  and  waiping  the  grates,  keep  the  a,sh  pit  clean.    And  of  course  a 
fire  burns  better  when  the  ashes  are  raked  down  so  there' s  a  draft  underneath,  .  .In 
an  emergency  a  piece  of  sheet  iron  with  holes  punched  in  it  may  be  wired  loosely 
over  a  broken  gra.te,  to  conserve  fuel.    And  here  again,  ordinary  clay  v/ill  stop  up 
leaks  around  the  ash  pit. 

HISS  VAU  DEi.-iAIT;     Mr.  McCrory,  what  about  the  choice  of  fuels  to  burn?    Ca:i  you  give 
us  any  pointers  on  that? 

I.ffi.  McCRGHY;     That's  a  question  which  depbnds  so  much  on  locp,l  supplies  that  I  can't 
answer  very  definitely.    Ton  for  ton  the  low  grades  of  coal  iiave  about  as  r.iuch  heat- 
ing value  as  the  better  grades,  but  they  are  oftentimes  dirty  and  difficult  to  bum 
in  .the  house  furnace  and  stoves.    Dampening  soft  coal  before  it  is  put  into  the  bin 
and  again  before  it  is  shovelled  onto  the '  fire  helps.  to  .keep  ,  down  smoke  and  dust. 
Also  when  burning  these  low  grade  fuels  giVe  .careful  attention,  to  the  fire,  p-ut 
on  only  small  quantities  o?  the  soft  coal  at  a  time  and  be  careful  not  to  smother 
the  fire,    Shalce  the  fire  frequently  or  bi>eak  up  the  crust  with  a  poker, 

HISS  Y.M  DEi.IAlT:  .  Just  this  one  mere  question,  Mr.  McCrory.    Suppose  a  family  is 
luclcy  enough  to  be  planning  a  house  and  is  trying  to  decide  on  the  t:rpe  of  .heating 
system  to  install.     Could  you  send  them  information. 


Mr.  HcCRORY;     Yes,  we  have  a  bulletin  in  press  now  giving  the  general  principles 
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01  house  heating  and  explaining  the  advantages  of  different  t;'pes  of  equipment. 
It  will  "be  on  sale  f or  5  cents  a  cop7  o:/  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  of  the 
Govermaent  printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MISS  VAIT  DBilAIT;  We'll  he  watching  for  the  new  bulletin  on  Heating  the  ?arm  Plome. 
And  than-'r  you,  Mr.  McCrory,  for  coming  over  today. 

IText  week,  Miss  Rv.th  O'Brien  will  he  here  to  talk  ahout  choosing  household 
textiles  on  the  retail  counter. 


G-oodhye  for  this  time. 


